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Introduction
In India, plants are being used by the large number of population (about 80 %) living in rural as well as urban areas for various purposes such as food, medicine, healthcare, clothing, shelter, agriculture,etc. It is the most affordable and easily accessible source of treatment. It has been reported that about 2500 plant species serve as regular sources of medicine in India 1 . During the last few decades there has been an increasing interest to the study of medicinal plants and their traditional use in distinct parts around the world [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] . Among different medicinal plants M. annua are used in Indian traditional medicine and in folklore for many diseases. The leaves and fruits are the biologically active part of M.annua 7, 8 .
M. annua belongs to family Martyniaceae (or Pedaliaceae), is a well-known small herbaceous annual plant, distributed throughout India. It is commonly known as the Cat's claw or Devil's claw refers to the inner woody capsule which splits open at one end into two curved horns or claws. They produce strange seed pods that attach to the feet and legs of large animals, and include some of the largest hitchhiker fruits in the world 9 . In Ayurveda, the plant is known as kakanasika, which is being used in Indian traditional medicines for epilepsy, inflammation, tuberculosis (applied locally to the tuberculosis gland at the neck) 10 , sore throat, wound 11, 12 .
Fruits are useful in inflammation and burns 10 . Seeds oils are used in itching and skin affections 13 . The fruit of M. annua is also used as the local sedative 14 .
Documentation of M. annua used as traditional medicines is
needed so that the knowledge can be preserved, and the utilized plants conserved and used sustainable. The primary objective of this paper is to summarize information on pharmacognostical, phytochemical profiles and pharmacological activities of M. annua. .
Powder Microscopy
Powder microscopy of plant is characterizing by the presence of spiral vessel, stomata, trichome and breaded epidermis 22 . 
